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#VAInnovation

VA Pathfinder
The Front Door for Vendors and Innovators 
Interested in Working with the VA
Pathfinder.va.gov

LEARN
Navigate VA opportunities and find tailored resources 
about how to sell and innovate with VA

SUBMIT
Guides users through the process of submitting their 
ideas, products, and services for VA review

ENGAGE: 
Connects submitters with the relevant VA staff members
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VA ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW USE CASE MATCHING PRODUCT AND PLATFORM 
OVERVIEWS

Learn How the VA Innovation Community 
Interacts with Various Data Analytics Solutions

Find the Right VA Product Based 
on your Business Needs

Review High-level Product Descriptions of Tools, 
Capabilities, and Use Cases

DATA PLAYBOOK
Guiding Innovators Toward the VA Product or Service Offering that Best Suits their Data Analytics Needs

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHILDataInnovation/SitePages/Data-Playbook-Overview.aspx 

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHILDataInnovation/SitePages/Data-Playbook-Overview.aspx


INTERNAL VA PUBLIC

AND MOREDATA YOU 
GATHER
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VHA DATA PORTAL
Dashboards that already exist

Urban Observatory – Shining Light
Visualizes information to understand 
the state of VA care

MAPS AND VISUALS

VHA RAMP
Data already collected and available for analysis

QUALITY AND ACCESS DATA
Access and quality metrics at various VA 

facilities, being able to compare VA facilities to 
other VA and non-VA facilities

SURVEYS
Vsignals, e-screening, Qualtrics

ETC.
Observation, time mapping, etc.

POPULATION LEVEL STATISTICS
Data about where Veterans live, population 
changes, demographic shifts, use of VA services

OPEN DATA SET
Government data sets and challenges agencies 
are trying to solve now

APPLICATION PROGRAMMING 
INTERFACE
API for EHR, Benefits, Facilities, Forms, and 
Veteran Verification (synthetic data)

Maps of facilities and Veteran 
demographic data

LIVING ATLAS OF THE WORLD

DATA PLAYBOOK – DATA SOURCES
Discover the Variety of Data at your Fingertips for Research or Operations



SELF-SERVICE SHAREPOINT
Data and Analytics Innovation Resource Site
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHILDataInnovation 

• Summaries and Requirements for Accessing ARCHES and the 
Emerging Technologies Innovation Lab (ETIL)

• Reference Tools to Guide Innovators to Analytics Products 
Best Suited for Business Needs

ONBOARDING PROCESS OVERVIEWS

• Descriptions of Available Data Sources for VA Innovation Project Use
• E.g., Where to Find, Permissions Required, and Appropriateness

DATA SOURCES

• Product Demos
• Reference Guides

• Best Practices
• VA Innovation 

Registry

• Data Playbook
• Data & Analytics 

CoP

TUTORIALS & RESOURCES

#VAInnovation

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHILDataInnovation


VA INNOVATION UNIT SERVICES
Welcome to the VA OIT Innovation Unit 
(sharepoint.com)

through stakeholder research, journey mapping, 
user experience design, engineering and testing, 
and contractual negotiations

Helping you define, shape, and launch your idea 

to host your idea, and engineering and testing support 
to build and release it
E.g., Where to Find, Permissions Required, and 
Appropriateness

We give you a test environment 

We provide enabling software and tools

#VAInnovation

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VAInnovationUnit
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VAInnovationUnit


The Walled Playground

Balancing the Needs of Data 
Producers and Consumers
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Tool 
Selection

Data 
Integration

Synthetic 
Data

Users can build models 
and share resources 

with security and 
protection

COLLABORATIVE

Modern practices and 
faster IT infrastructure 

create an agile 
environment for 

innovation

INNOVATIVE

A network of innovators 
can use ARCHES to 
create data-driven 

solutions that improve 
patient care and 

treatments

IMPACTFUL
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